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Our “Maine”
objectiveisto
enhance our
MOst precious
and valuable
renewable re-
sources, our
youth and our
wildlife.

The crowd waited with baited breath as
WLBZ’s Rick Tyler cdled out yet another winning
number from the bucket contest. The winner gave
awhoop of satisfaction when his number was
called.

There were peoplein line waiting to buy
tickets and the Old Town Elks were dlaving in the
kitchen to provide enough food for at least 300
attendees. Tableswere lined with hungry and ex-
cited community members. And with each raffle,
the anticipation about the upcoming auction grew.

Maine’s Youth Fish and Game Asso-
ciation’s first annual dinner was a raving success.
Everyone left awinner. With donations ranging
from limited edition wildlife prints to moose antler
gas lights, there was something for everyone to
either win or bid upon.

Aside from a continuous stream of
bucket raffles and a silent auction, the crowd was

entertained by the local
humorists Clyde Folsom
and Joe Bennett. There
was also amembers only
raffle which included a
youth firearm as well as
afly tying kit and avari- Ji
ety of other youth ori- |
ented items. In fact,
there were so many
community donations
that every child left with e .
something from the
event. As

Game Warden Dave Georgia points out, “The
Community is definitely behind our program. We
raised alot of money for the Club with this event.
The Club belongs to the
community and the
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As ayoungster, some of my best experi-
ences and most treasured memories took place
when | accompanied my father on aday of hunting
or fishing. As| write this column, aflood of recol-
lections makes it difficult to concentrate and com-
plete thetask at hand. Forged by this unique
bond, my father became my best friend. My love
for the outdoors grew as | began to learn and ap-
preciate nature and al it had to offer. By age 10, |
already knew that | wanted to be a Maine Game
Warden. A career that’s not just ajob, but away
of life in the woods and on the water.

Educating and motivating children to
participate in traditional outdoors activities has
become more and more difficult for parents. Gen-
erating an outdoor interest among our childrenis
sometimes difficult with modern distractions such
astelephones, televisions and computers. 1f youve
ever talked with me, for even afew minutes, you
know without question my commitment to youth.
Y ou can believe me when | say that young people
are our number one resource. As evidence
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of this, Maine’s Youth Fish and Game Associa-
tion is dedicated to encouraging, teaching and rein-
forcing experiences associated with the joys of
hunting, fishing, trapping and participating in the
great outdoors.

Maine's Youth Fish and Game Associa
tion’s board of directors are adedicated group of
sportsmen whose occupations include some of the
following: a Game Warden, Legidlator, Physician,
Attorney, active and retired fish and wildlife Biolo-
gist, aTaxidermist, and awildlife Artist just to
name afew. All of us have agenuine interest in
preserving our traditional outdoor recreational ac-
tivities. The “Maine” god isto maintain and pre-
serve our heritage. Appropriately, thefirst board
member isayouth.

Thirteen year old Matthew Jones of Mil-
ford is ayoung man who reminds me of myself
when | was his age. Mathew has an important role
that will require a substantial commitment on his
behalf. Hisinitiative and persistence will reflect
condderable credit to himsdf, Maine's Youth Fish
and Game Association and the State of Maine.

continued on page 2
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the community is invested.

Another important event was the presentation by As-
sociation Vice President, and Fish and Wildlife Chair, Matt
Dunlap, of aMaine Legislative Sen-
timent to Mike Hartt from North-
ern Log Home and severa repre-
sentatives from International Paper
Company. The Sentiment officialy
thanks both Mike and IP for their
investment in the Y outh of Maine
through Maine’s Youth Fish &
Game Association. Other high-
lights included a plaque to Dave
Georgiawhich states “In grateful
appreciation to Dave Georgia, Jr.
for hisvision, commitment, and
leadership as Maine’s Youth
Fish & Game Association’s

’ . Matt Jones and Haley
Chapter 2sfirst president, mak- | Frenette read the member’s

ing a better future for Maine’s thank you to Dave Georgia

Youth and the outdoors. «“ And

there was also avery tasty spaghetti dinner was -

had by all. =
Maine’s Youth Fish and Game

Association would like to thank all of the community contribu-

tors who helped to make the first annual dinner a success.

Without all of you, the Club could not exist.

$10,000 Grant Award

This October, the Stephen and Tabitha King Founda-
tion awarded Maine’s Youth Fish & Game Association a
$10,000 grant to help purchase avariety of clubhouse needs.
The top priority was an all enclosed propane generator and the
Board is proud to announce that the generator is already pur-
chased and installed at the clubhouse. A specia thanks goes to
the King Foundation for their generous contribution to our
club.

| am certain that Matthew will
rise to the occasion.

And while we know organized events and outdoor
activities abound in most communities throughout the state,
many young people still perceive there's nothing to do. For
only asingle dollar, any child can become amember of Maine’s
Y outh Fish and Game Association. This nonprofit fraternity
will be awonderful opportunity to impact our youth in a posi-
tive way by offering avariety of traditional outdoor activitiesto
enhance a strong dose of self esteem, confidence, encourage-
ment, teamwork and fellowship between kids and those in the
fields of natural resources. These students of nature will be-
come the next generation of Game Wardens, Biologist, Forest-
ers and Guidesto act as stewards of our natural resources.

It appears that the whole State is excited about
Maine's Youth Fish and Game Association and the potentia
impact of this unique educational opportunity will have on our
youth. Our grass roots heritage of hunting, fishing, trapping
and other related activities associated with Maine’s legacy will be
shared and passed on to our youth for future generations just
like my father passed on to me. A haf dozen organizations
have dready heard news of the club’s success and have shown
interest in starting their own chapter. Thisis exciting news!

Recently, legislation from Augusta has designated the
areaat Pickerel Pond in Twp. 32MD as aMaine Y outh Conser-
vaion Wildlife Management, the first in the Sate. For the past
several years, Pickerel Pond has been stocked with brook trout
and isrestricted to children only fishing (fifteen and under).
Motorboats with more than ten horsepower are also prohibited
for safety reasons. We are committed more than ever to serve
the youth of our community and extend an open invitation to

...Legacy continued from page 1

:TT&:?%% Dave Georgia isaresid_ent of Milford and a
founder of the Youth Fish & Game

eventshosted | Association there.

by Maine’s

Y outh Fish and Game Association. ﬂ

Dead River FillsHer Up

Board of Directors -«===

Youth Rep. - Matt Jones
President - Dave Georgia, Jr.
Vice Pres. - Matt Dunlap
Treas. - William Osborne
Secretary - Rebecca Caron

Youth Board
President- Matt Jones
Vice Pres. - Michelle Georgia
Treasurer - Haley Frenette
Secretary - Vacant

Richard Adams Alfred Meister

Dan Archer John Meister
Harold Brown Victor Morin, Jr.
Andy Buzzell Shawn O’Connor
Stan Gomm Jim Redding
Robert Granger Charlie Ripley
Alan Greenleaf Joe Rizzo
Stephen Greenleaf Mike Smith
Marcus Hale Paul Uuttormark
Eric Harris Bob Wengrzynek
Mike Hartt Shawn Yardley

Dead River Company in
Brewer had generoudly filled the
propane tank at the clubhouse. This
amounts to 500 gallons of propane.
Because of Dead River’s donation,
the club house can be heated this
winter so that more Association ac-
tivities can take place. Thank you, Dead : s
River for your investment in Maine's Youth. ﬂ

Propane Tank at the Club

Donation to Bear Baiting Referendum

Maine's Youth Fish and Game Association recently voted to
support the fight against the upcoming Bear Referendum by
donating $500 to Maine's Fish and Wildlife Conservation Coun-
cil. Although we are a small Association, we do have avoicein

defending a Maine heritage, which is what we g

were founded on. “Big things comein little

packages”. =
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Old Town Riverfest Booth a Success

They had the MYFGA new bro-
chures, the fly tying gear, member-
ship forms, and the enthusiasm to
greet the invigorated Old Town
Riverfest crowd.

On September 27th, 2003,
Members young and young at heart
recruited new members while man-
ing the MY FGA booth at Riverfest.
Riverfestisadaylong Old Town
area event that features music,
food, and informational booths
from local community groups.

Was it worth attending? Absolutely!! The total number of
membersincreased to 189 and thousands of Riverfest goers
learned about Maine's Youth Fish and Game —

Paul Uttormark & Marcus Hale

Association. Thank you to the Board for
providing a strong presence in an important
Old Town area event.

cross-country skiing and photography
and looks forward to sharing these inter-

VidaV dunter art....

ests.

Building Updates

Thanks to the King’s donation, an all enclosed propane
generator was purchased from Central Maine Diesel and in-
stalled. Board member Bob Wregeneckz gets thanks for his
quick response on this project.

Riverside Heating and Plumbing is currently working on
the indoor “facilities” and is expected to be completed by
December 1st.

Old Town Canoe has recently donated a generous supply
of canoes and kayaks to Maine’s Y outh Fish and Game Asso-
ciation. Old Town Canoe Representative
Jim Sutherland hasalso committed to semi- -t
nars instructing proper paddling techniques m
and water safety.

The father of a 20 month-old, Seamus, John is married to Sara
Y asner at the United Way of Eastern Maine.

John will work with area outdoor focused associations
to develop youth programs and actively pro-
mote them with area schools and youth e
groups. While he will spend most of histime w
at Pickerel Pond or at area schools promoting

Lucky Raffle Winners

Maine’s Youth Fish and Game Association has had severa
raffles available to membersthisfall. The sponsorsand win-
ners are as follows:

Guided Bear Hunt: Sponsored by NorthRidge Ouitfitters,
Guide Doug Teal— Winner— Rob Coburn of Milo

Guided Deer Hunt: Sponsor— Hall Hill Guide Service,
Guide Robin Avery Winner Nick Leveque of Milford

Hunter’s Breakfast Rifle Raffle—Sponsor— Shawn O’Con-
nor—OIld Town Rotary Winner—George Spencer, Jr. of Al-
ton

From the Member ship

Vista Volunteer

The Maine Youth Fish and

Game Association is pleased to announce
that John Mahoney has joined the organi-
zation asan Americorps VISTA. John will
work for the Association full-time over the
next year helping to develop programming
at the Pickerel Pond site and promoting
the various opportunities available to .
youngsters. i

Funded by the River Coalition and made

possible through the state of Maines Communities for Children
Americorps VISTA program, John is one of thirty two people
statewide giving ayear of service to projects throughout Maine.
An avid outdoorsman, John was attracted to the opportunity to
share hislove of the outdoors with the young people of the
area. He enjoys hiking, hunting, archery, fishing, snow-shoeing,

Below isaphoto of ablack bear taken by member Jon Rustin,
age 13. Bear, moose and deer are acommon sighting around
Pickerel Pond. Do you have a photo, story, or ideafor the
newsletter? You can send it to Pam Wells, 32 Gilman Falls
Ave, Old Town, ME 04468 or e-mail it to
plwells@oakleafs.com

Black Bear Picture submitted by Jon Rustin, age 13
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Upcoming Board

M eetings
December 7th, 2003
January 4th, 2004
February 1, 2004
March 7th, 2004
Board meetings occur on

the first Sunday of each
month...

S

Maine Warden Service Association
A Tradition of Caring for Maine*
Outdoor Future

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Calendar of Events

Mark you calendar for these upcoming events. All activi-
tiesare free of charge. Eventswill be held at the Pickerel
Pond Facility unless otherwise noted.

Thisedition of Maines L egacy newdetter has
been sponsored by...

December 6th, 2003 - 9AM —3PM —Snowmobile/ATV
Safety Course

January 4th, 2004 - 8AM - Dead River’s H ooked on Fish-
ing not on Drugs | ce Fishing Event

January 18th, 2004 - 10AM —Kids building their own Ice
fishing tip ups.

February 8th, 2004 - 10AM—Duck Box Building for
Sunkhaze M eadows National Wildlife Refuge

February 22, 2004— 10AM - Field trip erecting their own
duck boxes.

March 13th, 2003—HOFNOD Certification

Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries & Wildlife

OAKLEAF STUDIOS

Growing Great Designs from
Simple Beginnings
Www.oakleafs.com
Www.sunkhaze.org

Pam and Bryan Wells
Owners

eligible for aoncein alifetime lottery provided by the Dept.
IF& W Bear Research Crew. A winner from all updated mem-
berswill participate thiswinter in aday long bear den study
recording biological data on hibernating black bears. Drawing
March 2004.

Drinkwater ’s Auto Sales
Bradley Road, Milfor d—827-3004
Full line of new and used cars and trucks

For further information, please contact Warden David
Georgia, 12 Tallwood Drive, Milford, Maine 04461
207-827-8586

PLACE YOUR AD/LOGO HERE
Advertise your business by supporting the next issue
of thisnewsletter. For further information call:

David Georgia, 12 Tallwood Drive, Milford, Maine
(207) 827-5363
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