
This newsletter is intended to provide readers with 
a glimpse into some of the many projects that 

Maine s Youth Fish and Game Association are involved with. This edition will feature an Atlantic 
Salmon theme.  Here are six good reasons to maintain an active membership in Maine s Youth Fish 
and Game Association.  Six youth members received the honor of accompanying fishery biologists as 
they studied the endangered Atlantic Salmon from the Penobscot River.   The six are active members of 
Maine s Youth Fish and Game Association and were therefore eligible for special lotteries.  Read 
about their adventures in this newsletter.  Special thanks to Ken Beland, biologist with 
the Atlantic Salmon Commission and his patient crew (Dimitry Gorsky, Anna Kettell, 
Coley Powers, Mark Martin, Luke Whitman).       

 

Our Maine 
objective is to 
enhance our 
most precious 
and valuable 
renewable re-
sources, our 
youth and our 
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Atlantic Salmon Field Trips 

Recently, myself and two of my friends, Meagan 
and Ashley McGreevy were invited to go to the 

Veazie Salmon Trap by Maine s Youth Fish and 
Game Association.  We accompanied 4 biologists 
and a Game Warden as they studied the Penobscot 
strain of Atlantic Salmon.   These fish that were 
once very abundant are now endangered.   

The biologists showed us how the fishtrap worked 
in the dam.  This particular morning we had 30 fish 
and a total of 770 had entered the fishtrap this 
spring.   

The biologists measured each fish, took scale sam-
ples, and checked the overall health of each fish 
showing us healed seal 
bites, lamprey eel bites,  

You ve won the Megabucks, a strange voice 

spoke to me on the telephone.  I thought this must 
be wrong because I don t play Megabucks.  
You ve actually been selected by lottery to bring 

your 3 children to observe in collection of Atlantic 
Salmon at the Veazie power station, said Game 
Warden Georgia. 

A wonderful opportunity, we were allowed to 
watch the labors of dedicated environmentalists as 
they work to preserve the Atlantic Salmon in the 
Penobscot River.  Paul, Benjamin, and Patrick 
Lauer of Bangor were allowed onto the barge at 
the Veazie plant along with Game Wardens Chris 
Dyer, Dave Georgia and several Biologists. 

Salmon are hatched in the spring far up the river.  
They spend two years living in the river, growing 
into adult salmon.  Then 
they venture into  

Atlantic Salmon Preservation 
By Adam Lauer, D.O.    6/27/04 

Patrick 3 , Benjamin 8, Paul 9 
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Michelle Georgia and twins, Ashley and Meagan McGreevey 

continued on page 2 

Penobscot River s Atlantic Salmon 
Leap Into the Future 

by Michelle Georgia  06/27/04 

Designed by Charlie Mann 
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The Dr. Lewis S. Libby School in Milford, through Mr. Kings-
bury (8th grade), has been working with Maine s Youth Fish 
and Game Association to form an outdoor resiliency program. 
The Old Town Police Department and the Old Town Rotary 
has partnered with Maine s Youth Fish and Game Associa-
tion to build six Adirondack shelters for  the purpose of teach-
ing youth in the area about winter camping and survival.  

 A special thanks goes to Karla Hysman and David Cole of IP 
for securing all of the necessary permits from LURC.  It should 
also be noted that between the shelters and the shooting range, 
total acreage donated by International Paper is now 28.3 acres.  
The Town of Milford is committed to supporting Maine s 
Youth Fish and Game Association.  As a result, their gener-
ous cash donation will be used to support this 
project. 

and sea lice.  They also showed us if the fish 
were wild fish or an escapee from the 

salmon farms. We got to see the biologists tag and insert a data 
chip into each fish so that their computer system could track 
the fish every time they passed through a dam.  Me, Ashley, and 
Meagan all got to take turns releasing some of the fish back into 
the river.  The biologists took the female salmon and placed 
them into a special tank where they were transported to a fish 
hatchery in order to take their eggs so that they could be reared 
in a controlled environment.  

All three of us would like to thank Maine s Youth Fish and 
Game Association and the Atlantic Salmon Commission for 
this learning experience.   And a special 
thanks to my Dad for making this happen.  
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The fishing derby, sponsored by Maine s Youth Fish and 
Game Association, was held July 11 from 10-5. Three fish 
were tagged by biologist Nels Kramer and Game Warden Chris 
Dyer. Each bass carried a cash prize of $75, $50, and $25.  An 
annual membership in the Maine Youth Fish and Game As-
sociation was given to each youth who participated.  Although 
none of these tagged fish were caught, a consolation prize of 
$25 was awarded to Wane Loring.  Congratu-
lations Wane!  

Canoe Hullabaloo 

Resiliency Program 

cont... from page 1 

For two weeks this summer the 
Old Town/Orono Y.M.C.A. 
utilized Maine Youth Fish 
and Game Association s facil-
ity out to Pickerel Pond under 
the supervision of Youth Direc-
tor, Lester Cowan.  Area youth 
participated in traditional activi-
ties including .                                           

        Archery 

Fly Tying    

Fly Fishing 

                           
Canoeing 

Y.M.C.A. s Executive 
Director, Jill Nitardy ad-
vised that the day trips 
were a big hit and ex-
pressed a desire to expand 
next years program.  

And just plain 
having fun with 
a frog!!! 

Old Town/Orono YWCA 


